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The TPP is not a done deal …

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
OTTAWA (Oct. 5, 2015) – The caretaker Conservative government has made a serious blunder that could badly hurt Canada by signing on to the deeply flawed Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), says the Trade Justice Network.
Now it’s time for Canadians to make their voices heard and stop the TPP in Parliament unless there are fundamental changes.
Trade ministers from 12 Pacific Rim countries reached a tentative deal today at meetings in Atlanta. If ratified by the various legislatures, the TPP would establish a sweeping free trade and corporate rights deal covering 40 per cent of the global economy.
There is a very good reason why groups like Doctors Without Borders, Sierra Club, Open Media, and major labour unions oppose the TPP – it’s a bad deal for Canada and for democracy.
“We all support trade; the livelihood of millions of Canadians depends on it. But it must be fair trade,” said Martin O’Hanlon, president of CWA Canada and a TJN spokesman.
“Is it unreasonable to expect that such a massive deal, which gives tremendous new powers and benefits to multinational corporations, should include enforceable provisions to guarantee basic labour, health and environmental standards?”
“How can you have fair trade with a country like Vietnam where there are no real labour or environmental laws, and as a result the average wage is 65 cents an hour and workers lack basic rights?”
There can only be one outcome: Canadian jobs move overseas and our standard of living is lowered.
We don't know many details of the deal yet, but the Conservative government has agreed to concessions that will hurt Canada’s auto and dairy industries.
“Now the TPP will be pushed through Parliament with the argument that despite its flaws, Canada can't afford not to sign on,” O’Hanlon said. “What kind of a democratic process is it if you're given the details at the 11th hour and then told you can't say No!”
The agreement may have been signed, but it’s by no means a done deal. It faces a huge hurdle in the U.S Congress and reinvigorated anti-TPP campaigns in many countries.
“It is now up to Canadians to tell their politicians that they don't like the TPP and that Parliament must not ratify it without fundamental changes,” said TJN co-chair Larry Brown.
“We must protect Canadian jobs and sovereignty, and we must ensure that all member countries meet basic democratic, labour, health and environmental standards.”
Negotiators worked overtime on terms to please multinational corporations — under close consultation with those same corporations. But there was no consultation with labour or civil society groups.
One of the most troubling aspects of the TPP is a sweeping investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) provision that would give multinational corporations the power to override Canadian sovereignty by suing governments if they feel our labour, environmental, health or other standards contravene the TPP and could lead to a loss of future profits.
And they wouldn’t have to use our courts, they could use special secretive trade tribunals that have the power to rule against our government.
It is already happening under NAFTA. One example is the Bilcon quarry case in Nova Scotia where the U.S. company is seeking $300-million in compensation for lost future profits after a tribunal ruled in its favour when the Nova Scotia and federal governments rejected its quarry application on environmental grounds.
The main argument in favour of joining the TPP put forward by the Harper government is that Canada can't afford not to be part of it so we have no option but to join.
“That is an absurd argument,” O’Hanlon said. “It suggests we have to ratify the deal no matter what is in it — no matter if it hurts Canada.”
————————————————————————————————————
[bookmark: _GoBack]The TJN is a coalition of civil society and labour organizations. You can find us on Twitter (@TradeJusticeNet) and on Facebook.
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